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the British Minister,100 that there was real danger from Ger-
many, and wished, in case of aggression, to show that the
Belgians were able to defend themselves. Accordingly, on
August 3, King Albert merely appealed to King George for
"diplomatic intervention" to safeguard the neutrality of
Belgium.101
The news of the German ultimatum to Belgium and its
categorical rejection reached Sir Edward Grey toward noon
on Monday, August 3,10- shortly before he was to make his
speech in Parliament announcing the British decision to
oppose by force any German attack on the north coast of
SYance. It enabled him to bring forward more effectively
the question of Belgian neutrality, which he knew would be
one which would strongly affect British public opinion
toward the policy which he himself was already convinced
in his own mind that England ought to follow. He had
little time, in the midst of reading telegrams and hurried
interviews with Ambassadors and others, for composing a
formal speech.168 But what he said in the House of Com-
mons on the afternoon of August 3 is eloquent in its sim-
plicity and in the tragic seriousness of the subject.
Sir Edward Grey began his speech with the question of
Britain's obligations to France, sketching the development
of the system of alliances from the time of the first Morocco
Crisis, and giving the House its first knowledge of the
Anglo-French military and naval conversations and the
exchange of notes in 1912. He insisted that "whatever took
place between the military and naval experts, they were not
binding engagements upon the Government," "We do not
construe anything which has previously taken place in our
diplomatic relations with other Powers in this matter as
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